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SUBJECT: EFFECT OF MAALOT INCIDENT ON ISRAELI ATTITUDES 

1. SUMMARY: AT LEAST OVER SHORT TERM, INCIDENT OF SUCH TRAGIC 
PROPORTIONS AS MAALOT IS LIKELY TO DEEPEN ISRAELI POPULAR SUSPICIONS 
OF PALESTINIANS, SYRIA, AND EVEN EGYPT. IN THIS CONNECTION, 

ISRAELI BROADCAST TODAY CLAIMED RADIO CAIRO YESTERDAY CALLED 
FOR FEDAYEEN HOLDING MAALOT SCHOOLHOUSE TO INFLICT AS MANY 
CASUALITIES AS POSSIBLE. WE ALSO SENSE FATALISTIC INCLINATION AMONG 
MANY ISRAELIS TO ATTRIBUTE COUNTRY'S WOES IN LAST ANALYSIS TO 
MALEVOLENT SOVIET BEHIND-SCENES ROLE, AND IF SOVIET REACTION 
TO MAALOT IS SILENT OR AMBIGUOUS, IT CAN ONLY ENHANCE 
THIS TREND IN PUBLIC OPINION HERE. END SUMMARY. 
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2. SOME ISRAELI CONTACTS HAVE VOICED CONCERN TO US THAT ONE 
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IMPORTANT EFFECT ON ISRAELI PUBLIC OPINION OF TRAGIC FEDAYEEN 
SEIZURE OF MAALOT SCHOOL YESTERDAY MAY BE TO DEEPEN ISRAELI 
SUSPICISION OF SYRIA, REDUCE ISRAELI INCLINATION TO CREDIT EGYPT 
WITH PEACEFUL INTENTIONS, AND DESTROY ANY ISRAELI RECEPTIVITY 
TO SUGGESTION THAT THERE IS GROWING BODY OF RELATIVELY 
MODERATION OPINION WITHIN FEDAYEEN MOVEMENT. OUR CONTACTS 
HAVE ALSO SAID ISRAELIS WILL BE WATCHING SOVIET REACTION 
TO INCIDENT CLOSELY, AND ANY SOVIET AMBIGUITY WILL REINFORCE 
VIEWPOINT HELD BY MANY ISRAELIS THAT MOSCOW ULTIMATELY IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ARAB HOSTILE ACTIONS TOWARD ISRAEL. 

3. ISRAELI RADIO MAY 16 RAN COMMENTARY WHICH BORE OUT THESE 
CONCERNS WITH REMARKABLE THOROUGHNESS. COMMENTATOR 
ASERTED THAT CAIRO RADIO MORNING OF MAY 15 HAD CARRIED 
COMMENTARY CALLING ON THE THREE FEDAYEEN WHO HAD SEIZED 
MAALOT SCHOOL TO INFLICT AS MANY CASUALITIES AS POSSIBLE, 

IN ORDER TO FORCE ISRAEL TO RECOGNIZE LEGITIMATE RIGHTS OF 
PALESTINIANS. " EVEN EGYPT,” ISRAELI COMMENTATOR SAID, THUS 
APPROVED OF FEDAYEEN TERRORISM OF MOST REPREHENSIBLE KIND, 

AND NOT ONE SINGLE ARAB GOVERNMENT HAD CRITICIZED ACTION AT 
MAALOT. COMMENTATOR CONTINUED THAT THERE HAD BEEN SO MANY 
INDICATIONS OF PLO COORDINATION (PRESUMABLY REFERENCE 
HERE WAS TO FEDAYEEN HANDLING OF PUBLICITY), NO ONE THIS 
TIME COULD ARGUE WITH ISRAELIS THAT THIS WAS MERELY ISOLATED ACT OF 
SMALL FRINGE FEDAYEEN SPLITER GROUP. THIS PUT LIE TO SUGGESTION 
THAT FATAH AND PDFLP WERE CONSIDERING NEW MODERATE POLICIES 
TOWARD ISRAEL. FURTHERMORE, SINCE ENTIRE PLO WAS IMPLICATED, 

SYRIAN GOVERNMENT AMONG OTHERS PROBABLY WAS IMPLICATED TOO, 

OR AT MINIMUM MUST HAVE HAD DETAILED ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE OF 
OPERATION. 

4. FINALLY, COMMENTATOR SAID, THERE WAS ATTITUDE OF USSR. 

VERY FACT GROMYKO HAD SAT DOWN IN RECENT DAYS WITH ARAFAT GAVE 
GENERAL SOVIET BLESSING TO FEDAYEEN OPERATIONS AS LONG AS USSR 
DID NOT COUPLE SUCH PRESTIGIOUS CONTACTS WITH PUBLIC CALL FOR 
TERRORIST RESTRAINT, IF NOT VOICING OUTRIGHT DISAPPROVAL OF ACTIONS 
ENDANGERING INNOCENT CIVILIANS. COMMENTATOR CLAIMED SOVIET 
MEDIA HAD ACTUALLY EXPRESSED APPROVAL OF KIRYAT SHMONA 
MASSACRE LAST MONTH AND NOTED THEY HAD BEEN SILENT SO FAR ON 
MAALOT TRAGEDY. 
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